
Pinawa Christian Fellowship 

Annual General Meeting 

September 25, 2022 in the Pinawa Lutheran Church 
 

Convenor Committee Report 
Bob McCamis, Senior Convenor 

 

The Convenor Committee for 2021-2022 consisted of Bob McCamis (Senior Convenor), Deb Smith, and Wally 

Kukurudz, who joined the committee in October of 2021. Myrna Tiede served as one of the PCF co-

convenors for several years, but resigned from that position, also in October, 2021, with our thanks for her 

service.  Deb and Wally serve on the Search Committee during the past year, with Deb being the chairperson 

of that important committee. Their report can be found elsewhere in this compilation of reports.  

A major effort during this past year has been navigating through the continuing (some might wish to say – 

never-ending) COVID-19 pandemic. The year began with the PCF only being able to have virtual, on-line 

worship experience [YouTube and/or ZOOM] services weekly.  Indeed, the present, 2022 September Annual 

General Meeting is the first, in-person congregational meeting in almost 3 years. Thanks to Rob Murray’s 

leadership and hard work in adapting to the technological challenges in putting these remote services 

together – they are harder to do than you might imagine. In 2022 February, the PCF was finally able to 

resume in-person Sunday worship in the Pinawa Lutheran Church (our gratitude to them for their 

cooperation and fellowship), slowly at first, but building momentum through the spring. For a brief period of 

time in the late winter of 2022, both in-person and remote services were presented. Joint PCF – Lutheran 

services were held through July and August, although the PCF attendance was quite small on most summer 

Sundays. Thanks to the Worship Committee, the musicians and former choir members for assisting the 

congregation as people got back into in-person singing after the long interruption. 

And following Rob Murray’s retirement in 2022 April, worship services have been led by supply ministers 

until the services of a new minister are obtained. 

During the 2021-2022 year, the PCF gave a significant sum of money to the Sandy-Saulteaux Spiritual Centre 

to assist them with some major renovations and upgrades to their facilities, as well as donations of funds to 

several community groups to assist them in their projects. 

The PCF has not been permitted to hold Sunday Services in the F.W. Gilbert School gym since 2020 March, 

when the pandemic started. Even if/when the presence of the PCF in the gym is permitted, the aging of the 

congregation poses major challenges when it comes to setting up (and taking down) for services in the gym. 

Even the option of remaining to hold services in the Lutheran Church is not without its challenges.  As a 

congregation, the PCF is facing some difficult questions in the near future.  

The PCF is in urgent need of new volunteers to join the convenor committee and in a number of other 

positions as we attempt to re-start our programs after the pandemic shutdown. Please contact any member 

of the PCF Convenor Committee to discuss further. We are also in great need for additional volunteers to set 

up for Sunday worship, no matter where they may be held, and to read scripture lessons during the service, 

bringing flowers , etc. 
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Thank you to all of the volunteers and to each and every member of the PCF congregation for your 

continued support and prayers during this unprecedented year. This support, whether in the form of 

continued financial donations, caring for each other in whatever way possible, or serving on committees is 

truly appreciated.  

 

Search Committee Report 
Deb Smith, Search Chairperson 

 

Members: 

Barb Lambert, Betty McCamis, Deb Smith, Judy Platford, Ken Reddig, Peter Lovering, Wally Kukurudz. 

 

The Search Committee continues its quest to find our new minister. 

 

These are challenging times for all churches. The reality of being a small rural, aging congregation puts us in 

a large pool of those seeking a minister. We have not had a lot of viable applicants. 

 

We have pursued/interviewed 3 candidates. 2 from the Presbyterian church, and 1 from the Mennonite 

Church.  Unfortunately, none have worked out. 2 have chosen to go to larger urban locations and one we 

felt would not be a good fit. 

 

I have reached out to our parent churches for further advice. They indicate that there are openings in all 

denominations. As an example, there are currently 252 open positions in Canada with the United Church. 

 

We are currently in communication with another candidate. 

 

Thank-you to all the committee members for their commitment to this process. We will continue the work of 

finding a replacement for Rob. 

 

Christian Education 
Chuck Vandergraaf 

 

Maintaining a Christian Education program during the COVID-19 pandemic continues to be a challenge.  

During the 2021/22 period, the following events were organized or arranged. 

• Friday, November 19, 2021. A two-hour presentation and discussion led by Gerald Gerbrandt, 

President Emeritus and Professor Emeritus of Bible at Canadian Mennonite University on the topic, 

Denominations, who needs them? 

• Friday, December 15, 2021. a Zoom discussion was held on Handel’s Messiah, featuring the 

Collegium 1704 orchestra and choir, and recorded at the Abbey Church of La Chaise-Dieu in 

France. Although participation was sparse, I found it a pleasant experience. 

• Saturday, January 08, 2022. a Zoom discussion on the topic, Pronuclear Environmentalists: An 

Introduction to Ecomodernism, presented by the American Scientific Affiliation as part of their 

Digging Deeper program. Again, the interest from PCF members was limited. 
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• The Calvin University January Series of presentations this year, with special emphasis on Galatians 

in Three Dimensions by Bishop N Tom Wright on January 18 and Wrestling with the Word: Biblical 

Interpretation through Church History by G Sujin Pak on January 24. 

 

There is a wealth of programs and resource material available for Bible and Christian studies.  Rob Murray 

alerted me to the Canadian Mennonite University’s Portable CMU program that provides speakers on a wide 

range of topic. There are also some excellent movies with a religious theme (for example, The Mission [1986] 

containing the haunting solo Gabriel’s oboe) that we could watch and discuss.  The Mission is available for 

viewing on YouTube. 

 

As I mentioned last year, Dr Ralph Wilson’s website, Jesus Walk (http://www.jesuswalk.com/), contains a 

large number of Bible studies on individual Bible books and topical studies, ranging from four lessons 

(Gideon) to 35 (Mark’s Gospel) and the advantage is that there are no costs involved. Dennis Cann drew my 

attention to this excellent resource. 

 

As I mentioned last year as well, a very good resource is material produced by N Tom Wright, past Anglican 

Bishop of Durham, UK. There is a study based on his book, Simply Jesus. This on-line course can be purchased 

by a congregation at a one-time cost of about C$150. The course would be amenable to Zoom or small 

discussion groups and could be used as long as we wanted. 

 

Another option, also mentioned last year, is to study one of Bishop Wright’s books along the lines of a book 

club, independent from an on-line resource. Two of his books come to mind: Simply Jesus and Surprised by 

Hope: Rethinking Heaven, the Resurrection, and the Mission of the Church. These are substantial books; the 

former is about 350 pages and the latter about 280 pages. I read Surprised by Hope a few years ago and was 

impressed! Hard copies of these books are available for about C$20. 

 

Once the congregation feels comfortable with meeting in person, we could also resurrect the Dinner & 

Conversation programs. 

 

And, finally, Evelyn and I have been watching an excellent series of 14 sermons on Exodus.  There is an 

outline available that could be used as resource material for a Bible study on the deliverance of the Israelites 

from Egypt and its meaning to Jews and Christians alike. 

 

Missions 
Chuck Vandergraaf 

 

The PCF Missions Subcommittee consists of Rob Murray, Holly Parcey, Shirley Pellow, Judy Platford, Ken 

Reddig, Bruce Williams and Subcommittee chair, Chuck Vandergraaf. 

 

The period between September 2021 and September 2022 saw a number of significant changes to the 

Missions Subcommittee.  We said goodbye to Dennis Cann who had chaired the Missions Subcommittee 

admirable for many years.  Since no subcommittee stepped forward to take his place, I volunteered to take 

over.  Lorna Hiebert moved to Winnipeg recently and has asked to be removed from all Subcommittees. 

The Pinawa Christian Fellowship financially supports Mission/Outreach in three ways: 

http://www.jesuswalk.com/
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• direct support of the programs of its parent churches from general revenue, 

• forwarding funds to specific Mission projects as directed on collection envelopes, and 

• by the Missions Subcommittee allocating funds received through the “Missions” amounts listed on 

collection envelopes and PAR forms to local, denominational, national, and international mission 

projects  

 

The Missions Subcommittee made the following disbursements during 2021: 

• Beausejour and Area Food Bank - $2450 (from General Revenue) 

• Lac du Bonnet and Area Food Bank - $2450 (from General Revenue) 

• 1 Just City - $500 

• Mennonite Central Committee (Grow Hope Project) - $500 

• Open Doorways Orphanage (Haitian Orphanage Project) - $500 

• Sandy-Saulteaux Spiritual Center (General Programs) - $500 

• Winnipeg Inner City Missions (for Aboriginal Individuals) - $500 

• Mennonite Central Committee (World Relief and Development) - $250 

• Presbyterian Church in Canada (World Relief and Development) - $250 

• Primates WRD Fund (World Relief and Development) - $250 

• United Church of Canada (World Relief and Development) - $250 
 
For a total of $8400. There was a carryover of $964.61 from 2021. 
 
The Missions Committee disbursements during 2022 to date (September 01) include 
 

• Mennonite Central Committee (Ukraine Relief) - $1000 

• Mennonite Central Committee (Grow Hope) - $700 
 
This leaves $1320.91 plus incoming donations to be disbursed during the remainder of 2022. 

 

The Missions Subcommittee recognizes the continuing generosity of PCF members for its support of people 

in need around the world. This is especially commendable, considering the ongoing COVID pandemic that 

has made worship attendance difficult. In addition, the Winnipeg River Refugee Initiative expresses its 

thanks all those who contributed separately for the ongoing support of Mohamad Misto and his family while 

they anxiously awaited their successful move to Canada during 2022. 

 

Stewardship 2021 
Lori Evenden 

 

The Stewardship Committee strives to organize information about the PCF members in order to attend to 

their needs and the needs of the Church in terms of filling volunteer positions. Last Fall, we made phone calls 

to our congregation to touch base. There were a few comments that helped guide us as we moved forward 

in this time with a number of challenges including COVID, our aging congregation and now the lack of a full 

time minister. As we are currently renting the Lutheran Church for services, our volunteer needs are less. 

However, it has been very difficult to make a schedule of helpers because of the lack of volunteers, 

especially for sidesperson and reading. The few people that have volunteered end up on the list numerous 

times. If we could get more people, I would be able to spread it out more. If you would like to volunteer 
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please send Lori an email at stewardship@pinawa.church or leave a message on the church phone 204-753-

8439. 

 

Any questions or comments - email Lori at stewardship@pinawa.church 

 

Congregational Care 
Shirley Pellow 

 

The Congregational Care committee met in November and our mandate was reviewed.  Committee 

members are Shirley Pellow, Brenda Morash, Judy Platford, Natalie Tucker, Deb Petkau and Josephine 

Dawson. 

 

PCF current membership was reviewed.  Certain members were identified as needing some support. 

 

Our goal is to reach out to people starting with Christmas.  Last year we delivered nine poinsettias on Dec. 15 

and Christmas cards were sent to members that have left Pinawa.  Brenda organized the cards so that 

church members could sign and send their best wishes. 

 

It was difficult for people because of COVID.  We did have two luncheons at the Pinawa Club following COVID 

protocol.  Everyone enjoyed getting out to socialize.  At Easter time we delivered Easter cards and baskets of 

goodies which gave us time to visit with our shut-ins.  Summer season was quiet but Brenda continues to 

send various cards to people at appropriate times. 

 

Going into Fall and regular services, we are excited to get together again.  We will start with a small 

luncheon and cake in celebration of Dorothy Walker’s 95th birthday on Sept. 16. 

 

Please contact Shirley Pellow 753-2549 if you have any concerns. 

 

Social 
Shirley Pellow 

 

Because of COVID there were no social events until April 17, Rev. Rob Murray’s last service.  Following the 

service a retirement cake and coffee was served.  COVID protocol was followed but we were still able to give 

our best wishes to Rob & Kelly after 25 years of wonderful service to the PCF.  God’s Blessing to them both. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 
Karen Ross 

 

We are behind our giving goal year to date by $15,992.  Our expenses are less than planned because we do 

not have a full-time minister, and we are only $1804 in the red.  We will see more recovery in the next few 

months as our Pastorate expenses are much less ($33k) than budgeted. Thank you for your continued 

generosity.  
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PCF Financial Report to 2022 August 31    

 

2022 
Actuals 

2022 
Budget % of Budget 

GENERAL FUND INCOME    

Donations $0.00 $0.00 NA 

Local Offering $53,210.28 $111,202.71 47.8% 

Open Collection $55.00 $250.00 22.0% 

Interest and Dividends $711.69 $660.00 107.8% 

Fundraising -$558.16 $0.00 - 

TOTAL GENERAL FUND INCOME $53,418.81 $112,112.71 47.6% 

    

GENERAL FUND EXPENSES    

Administration Account    

Advertising $393.60 $650.00 60.6% 

Bank & PAR Charges $247.18 $400.00 61.8% 

GST Paid (50%) $0.00 $0.00  

Insurance & Property Taxes $1,080.00 $1,050.00 102.9% 

Miscellaneous $0.00 $40.00 0.0% 

Offering Envelopes $0.00 $180.00 0.0% 

Office Expenses $670.65 $700.00 95.8% 

Office Rent $3,843.76 $5,870.00 65.5% 

Telephone & Internet $609.88 $750.00 81.3% 

Worship Rent $1,650.00 $2,100.00 78.6% 

Total Administration Account $8,495.07 $11,740.00 72.4% 

    

General Account    

Christian Education $0.00 $500.00 0.0% 

Congregational Caring $276.43 $350.00 79.0% 

Denominational Meetings $220.00 $500.00 44.0% 

Miscellaneous $0.00 $25.00 0.0% 

Social $152.75 $500.00 30.6% 

Worship (Worship and Choir Supplies) $375.46 600.00 62.6% 

Total General Account $1,024.64 $2,475.00 41.4% 
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Parent Churches Account    

Anglican $1,086.75 $1,449.00 75.0% 

Mennonite $610.20 $610.20 100.0% 

Presbyterians Sharing $915.30 $915.30 100.0% 

Presbyterian - Winnipeg Presbytery $610.20 $610.20 100.0% 

United Church M&S $3,000.00 $4,000.00 75.0% 

United Church Assessment $1,240.50 $1,654.00 75.0% 

Total Parent Churches Account $7,462.95 $9,238.70 80.8% 

    

Pastorate Account    

Congregational Pension Assessment $3,562.24 $5,343.36 66.7% 

Continuing Education Allowance $0.00 $600.00 0.0% 

Employer CPP $1,148.12 $3,177.72 36.1% 

Employer EI $508.11 $1,333.93 38.1% 

Extended Health and Dental $3,513.00 $4,684.00 75.0% 

Housing Allowance $3,000.00 $9,000.00 33.3% 

Pulpit Supply - Education Leave $0.00 $370.00 0.0% 

Pulpit Supply - Other $2,580.08 $370.00 697.3% 

Pulpit Supply - Vacation Leave $0.00 $740.00 0.0% 

Salary $22,665.40 $59,250.00 38.3% 

Utilities $1,263.32 $3,790.00 33.3% 

Total Pastorate Account $38,240.27  $88,659.01  43.1% 

    

TOTAL GENERAL FUND EXPENSES $55,222.93  $112,112.71  49.3% 

    

SURPLUS/DEFICIT -$1,804.12 -$0.00  
 


