
  

Pinawa Christian Fellowship 

Special Congregational Meeting 

to seek approval to extend a call to Rev. Elizabeth Brasier 

November 20, 2022 in the Pinawa Lutheran Church 

 
MINUTES 

 
PRESENT: 34 people in attendance 

  15 votes by email 

 

1. Call to Order – Bob McCamis 11:49 a.m. 

 

Search Committee – Deb Smith 

After many months of work, and after interviewing and pursuing four viable candidates, the Search 

Committee has decided the best person is Rev. Elizabeth Brasier, an ordained Minister in the Mennonite 

Church.  Deb shared highlights of qualifications and relevant experience.  Rev. Brasier was here on Oct. 30 

to preach, toured the town, church office, reviewed the job description, and looked at housing options.  

After this visit we came to the conclusion that she is the right choice for us and very well placed to meet 

our needs and also for the larger community. 

 

Draft Pastorate Account – Karen Ross 

Karen presented a draft salary/benefits package that follows the requirements of Mennonite Church MB 

and CRA.  It is based on Liz’s education, the year she was ordained, etc. and is about 3% less than our 

budget had Rob stayed for the whole year. 

Total $85,920.94 

 

Questions/Discussion: 

Is there a concern about how long Liz might stay? 

- we can’t realistically hope to get another 25-year minister; we feel Liz wants to move to Pinawa and 

we hope she finds this a place where she wants to stay for a number of years, but the future cannot 

be known 

How many years can we financially support a minister? 

- we can support a minister at this salary for 5 years at our current giving level 

How will an older person bring in younger people to sustain the congregation? 

- it is a major challenge for churches all over the world to get the middle-aged and younger generation 

to come back to church, regardless of the minister’s age 

- we are just getting back to church services after 2+ years since covid started; there are lots of new 

people moving to town, young and old, and we are trying to think of ways to get them to come and 

check us out 

- it is in our favour not to own a building; that is a huge struggle for other congregations who are 

hanging onto a building at the expense of having a full-time minister 

- our mall office allows for lots of interaction with the community 

How many churches are looking for a minister? 

- the United Church alone has recently had over 250 vacancies 



  

Is it worth paying for an office at the mall? 

- it is good to be visible in the mall and Liz very much likes the idea; once she is here and we start up 

activities, it will not be dark 

Will we continue at the Lutheran Church? 

- once we have dealt with the ministry situation, we can deal with venue; if we went back to the school, 

setting up is onerous for our aging congregation and we would have to find a different way of doing 

things 

If Liz accepts our offer, where will she live? 

- she has looked at a rental house that she would like to have as her accommodation; because housing 

is limited, we would pay for the rent on that property until she arrives 

When would she start? 

- we would negotiate that with her; Deb feels she would like to come as quickly as possible 

 

 

MOTION that, in accordance with the current PCF by-laws, the congregation supports the Search Committee 

in extending a call to Pastor Elizabeth Brasier to become the minister/pastor of Pinawa Christian Fellowship – 

Deb/Wally – all in favour, none against 

 

In addition to this in-person vote, we received 15 emails, all in favour. 

 

MOTION that the congregation pays the moving expenses for Pastor Brasier up to a maximum of $10,000 

with the funding coming from the Projects Fund – Deb/Wally, all in favour, none against 

 

Bob McCamis extended his thanks to the Search Committee for all their work, and they still have a few tasks 

to do; Dorothy Walker added her thanks from all of us “for a thankless job,” that’s been a lot of work. 

 

Now we’ve made a decision, what will we need to support Liz in any particular areas? 

- a Pastoral Relations Committee will have to be re-established, usually 3-4 people.  Liz would bring any 

concerns to that group; this is important as she would be the only full-time minister in a large area of 

Eastern MB, this Committee provides support and a sounding board in a confidential setting. 

In addition, Mennonite Church MB will connect Liz with support within their organization. 

 

2. MOTION to adjourn – Pete Lovering, 12:34 pm 

 

 

 

 


